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1. Remove spare tire, spare tire carrier, rubber spare tire bumpers, and the accessory plug located to 
the right of the spare carrier.

2. Seal the two rubber bumper holes in the tailgate with the provided tape. Also seal the accessory 
wiring hole in the tailgate if that hole isn’t being used for a CB antenna wire or other accessory 
wiring. Make sure the area around the holes is clean prior to applying tape.

3. With the tailgate closed and latched remove the top hinge.

4. Install Heavy Duty hinge on top of provided hinge spacers. Install all bolts most of the way but do 
not tighten completely.

5. Repeat process with bottom hinge.

6. Align reinforcement frame with stock spare tire carrier mounting holes and holes in the tailgate 
hinge spacer.

7. Install provided bolts through hinge spacer and reinforcement frame.  Do not tighten.

ACCESSORY 
WIRING HOLE



8. Connect stock or upgraded spare tire carrier and reinforcement frame to tailgate using hardware 
provided and tighten bolts. Apply anti-seize to these bolts before installing.

9. Once spare tire carrier is installed tighten the bolts connecting the frame to the hinge spacers and all 
of the hinge bolts.

10. Finish by installing the rubber spare tire bumpers into the slots on each end of the reinforcement 
frame. The accessory wiring hole plug that was removed from the tailgate can be inserted into the 
accessory wiring hole in the reinforcement frame.  

11. If stock spare tire bumpers do not contact tire due to wheel/tire combination it is recommended an 
alternative be used to ensure the spare tire is secured properly (ie. Daystar Tailgate Bump Stops).

INSTALLING YOUR JK TAILGATE 
REINFORCEMENT (JP54-016)

There is a known problem with some Wranglers in which the tailgate retaining strap over extends and 
comes out of its tension mechanism. Jeep has issued Technical Service Bulletin TSB #23-022-14 Rev 
A, dated October 23, 2014 regarding this issue.

To prevent over extension with the tailgate reinforcement installed, a tailgate stop is included in the 
kit. This stop can be installed on either the upper or lower hinge, and will limit how far the tailgate can 
open to avoid this issue.


